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Background
Focusing on the 5 major extinctions on this planet to 
date, The Ends of the World, focuses on the factors 
that lead to the extinction as well as the aftermath. 
The author, Peter Brannen, travels through each 
geological site where he describes the changes that 
have happened because of these extinctions as well 
as what was left behind from each era. Obviously 
finding this data was tedious so Brannen dives into 
the process it took for the scientists as well as himself 
to uncover the deep secrets each era that planet 
earth as been put through. Some of these secrets 
have been lost in time due to how ancient these 
discoveries are so Brannen also manages to describe 
in detail the conditions required to keep these 
artifacts from these eras safe as well as the 
description of fossilization which without will 
eventually be erased from time itself.



Background continued
Many people treat the world like it will be here 
forever. Each mass extinction that has occurred 
in the history of Earth’s long life and it shows as 
an example to the human race that there is no 
telling when the end will come. Peter Brannen 
attempts and delivers with a wakeup call to 
humans. The description of the pre-extinction 
in every era where there was a mass extinction 
shows similarities to what is currently going on 
in our world. Brannen uses these extinctions to 
inform his reader on everything that may have 
caused them and to also delve deeper into the 
mysteries that have been considered 
impossible to uncover.
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Critique
Although this is scientific information I would like to 
come out and say Peter Brannen has done the best 
job (in my experience with scientific text) of relaying 
this category of information in a way that a 
non-scientist like me could understand. This book 
could drag on at some points but the way Brannen 
addresses the information at hand not only helped 
me get more context on the extinctions but also 
effectively helped me equate what happened before 
each extinction to modern day earth. I found myself 
doing my own research to better understand 
Brannen’s message but other than that this book was 
straightforward and at times thrilling to read. His tone 
didn’t make me want to yawn but it also did not have 
me shaking with excitement every time i had the 
chance to read it. This book ends up giving the reader 
a sense of what actually happened billions of years 
ago through a easy to follow and enhancing way to 
better educate yourself on the planet that has housed 
you for all your life.



My Personal Review/ Thought Process
Before you read this book I will warn you that the 
title is not what I  thought it was going to be. When I 
originally decided to go with this book I did not put 
much thought into it. Actually I put zero thought 
into it at all. I read the title The  Ends of the World 
and thought to myself, “Hmm… the end of the world. 
That would be cool to read about.” So in reality the 
thought process that was put into deciding to read 
this book was completely spontaneous and 
indiscreet. Even though I didn’t necessarily have the 
urge immediately to read this book, I am glad that 
my ill-concerned fashion of picking a book landed 
me in this direction because once I started reading 
this book I could not put it down. Until i read this 
book i was unaware of how much there was to learn 
about the mass extinctions that this planet has gone 
through. I despise reading but when I am forced to 
read that is the only time I get to learn new 
knowledge told in story form.
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